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We are delighted to share a little of how Parable Garden has 

been enriched through partnerships with churches, 

schools, care homes and individuals during 2016 and 2017  

Parable Garden encourages fresh ways of exploring the 
Christian Gospel, Biblical parables and spirituality for people of 
all ages, through practical engagement with the natural 
environment, gardens, cultivation and creativity.  

We partner with schools, churches, care homes, farms and 
individuals in using these tools. 

It has been exciting and challenging to invite God to 
‘garden our own hearts’ using these creative tools and to 
experience faith being strengthened as well as finding 
refreshment and healing.  

 

Seasonal Quiet Days  

Rewarding Partnerships 

Seasonal Quiet days jointly 
hosted through teaming up 
with churches and 
parishioners with gardens in 
urban and rural settings.  In 
January and April this year we 
hosted two Quiet Days in 
Oxford on “I am the true vine”, 

including reflections on pruning and abiding and the part they 
play in helping us to become more fruitful.  

Events coming up 

 ‘Spring into Life’ Saturday 20th May 2017- Barford St Michael 
(OX15 0RW) 10.00 am - 4.00 pm. A beautiful and productive 
garden next door to the village church There will be an option for 
some practical gardening with our hosts. 

 ‘My Father is the Gardener’ - meeting God in the 
summer garden’ Tuesday 6th June 2017 
Longworth (OX13 5EP) from 10.00 am until 2.00 
pm. We look forward to spending time in this 
delightful artists’ garden in a different season. 

To book a place please email contact@parable-garden.org or write to 
Caroline Steel, 18 The Paddocks, Yarnton, OX5 1TF. 

Numbers are limited to ten people and places will be allocated on a 
first come, first serve basis. 

 

Our new logo 

 

Time for reflection on a 

Quiet Day 

 

Parable of the Mustard  

Enriching school ethos 

 

Weeding in the Parable 

Prayer garden 



Churches 

Rewarding partnerships 

 Ministry leader team-building days including 
group gardening activities with integrated time 
for reflection.   Cornerstone Church in Oxford 
took a group of their ministry leaders into our 
Parable Prayer garden in Yarnton.  The leaders 
were put into pairs and given two gardening 
activities each and were later asked to reflect 
on their activities using a sheet of questions 
relating to ‘gardening the heart’. During feedback time, most 
found it a worthwhile exercise where they could find parallels be-
tween the activity and working in their own church ministries 

 Parable-themed areas are being developed by several 

churches in their grounds or in a nearby plot of land as a 
resource for reflection and community engagement.  In 
March this year, members of St Mary’s Church, 
Ilminster in Somerset, met together to dig a 
piece of land to create their own parable gar-
den.  Find out about their Action Day on the 
Ilminster Parable Garden post on the website. 

      http://parable-garden.org/ilminster parable-
garden-action-day/ 

Collaborative Creativity is being en-
couraged in St Mary’s Church in Charl-
bury. In 2016, their Mother’s Day Cele-
bration integrating Messy Church, in-
volved children and families participating 
in a carousel of creative activities as well 
as a family service with shared creativity 
as an act of worship within the church 
service. 

Events coming up 

 Saturday 22nd April.  St Mary’s Church, Ilminster, 
Somerset. Planting Day in the Parable garden. 
2.00 – 4.00 pm.   Contact Sarah Milrose 
07342930699 for further details. 

 Saturday 6th May. St Mary’s Church, Charlbury, Oxfordshire, 

Spirituality of Churchyards Workshop 

An opportunity to think about the spiritual value of churchyards and 
how we can enhance the experience of those who visit them. The 
workshop will be led by representatives from The Quiet Garden 
Trust, The Nature of God’s Acre and Parable Garden. To book a 
place click on the link https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-churchyard-
and-spirituality-tickets-31636481568/ 

Schools 

Rewarding partnerships 

 ‘Parable treasure Hunting Day’ – creative 

workshops with Primary Schools enabling col-
laborative work with local churches, parents 
and Governors in exploring Christian distinc-
tiveness and spirituality. 

Events coming up 

 An ‘Exploring Spirituality’ Day is being planned with a 

local primary school involving developing artwork for a 
shepherd’s nurture garden, walks with the Creator and 
tree of life workshops using the school field and new or-
chard. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-churchyard-and-spirituality-tickets-31636481568/
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Care and Sheltered Homes 

Rewarding partnerships 

  In local Care Homes we have run reflective 

creativity sessions inspired by seasons in na-
ture linked to scriptural themes and the church 
calendar which have been well received. 

Planned opportunities for paid employment 
(subject to funding) 

  We have plans to appoint a sessional coordinator who 
could further build links with Care and Sheltered Homes 
and train up volunteers 

Supporting us as a volunteer or financially  

As a faith-based organisation we rely on volunteer help and 
donations. We are delighted to give presentations to clergy, 
small groups, school governors, head teachers, RE Coordi-
nators, Care Home managers about the work of Parable 
Garden and resources. 

Opportunities for volunteers include:  

• supporting Parable Garden project work in your 

local primary school including reflective gardening 
and assemblies using Parable Garden resources 

• helping with Quiet Days – prayer, practical help or 

offering use of your garden 

• assisting with office administration for Quiet Days, 

school related events and website enquiries. 

Donations - we now have a community bank account to receive do-
nations either payable by cheque to Parable Garden, or directly via 
the website http://parable-garden.org/support-us/ We're aiming to 
raise funds for resource development and growing our volunteer base 
to support our ongoing work with schools, churches and care homes.  
Parable Garden is also registered as a cause with Easyfundraising  
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk   
Our website www.parable-garden.org is now live!   

Please take a moment to look at the website which has been beauti-
fully designed by Caroline Ellis. We are regularly updating with reflec-
tions and resources. We have separate sections for schools, church-
es and farms, but all the material is also designed to be used by indi-
viduals. 

A growing interest for some of our team is writing reflections and re-
searching on theology and spirituality. See our blog on seasonal re-
flections inspired by the Parable Prayer Garden, http://parable-
garden.org/blog/  

‘Into the Garden’ authored by Rachel Woods was recently published 
by Grove Books and offers a theological overview, case studies and 
practical reflection on cultivation as a tool for spiritual formation and 
community renewal. Copies are available from https://
grovebooks.co.uk/collections/spirtuality/products  

If you would be interested in finding out more or have comments 
about our website please contact us by emailing  contact@parable-
garden.org.  

                         We look forward to hearing from you. 

                           Rachel Woods and Caroline Steel   
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