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Parable Garden Ethos Enrichment Programme 

Parable Treasure Hunting themed day and Parable Prayer Garden design 

Dates: May 2015 initiated  

Parable Garden Partnership: Launton C of E Primary and St Mary’s 

Church, Launton, Oxfordshire 

 
Summary  
Parable Garden partnered with the Head teacher of Launton Primary, staff, local 
clergy, pupils and parents to deliver a Parable Garden Treasure Hunting themed 
day, as a starting point, for what will be an ongoing long term journey for the 
school community, supported by the local church in exploring and giving 
expression to their Christian character and spirituality. Exploring, experiencing and communicating Christian ethos and 
values in accessible, nurturing, creative and transformational ways.  
 
School profile 
Launton C of E Primary School is set in the heart of a rural village, near Bicester, Oxfordshire with one hundred and 
twenty pupils on the school roll. It has garden areas at the front of the school, which the school gardening club have 
been looking after, along with caring for tubs with plants for seasonal colour around the school. To rear of the school is a 
playground with trees and beyond a large playing field, edged with trees and hedges, which is also used by the 
community at weekends.   
The school were seeking creative ways to enhance the expression of their Christian ethos and values through engaging 
the whole school community including parents, Governors and the local church. They were also keen to develop the use 
of the school grounds for outdoor curriculum linked learning and for SMSC enrichment.  

Brief for Parable Garden  
Parable Garden was invited to work in partnership with Launton C of E Primary School and St Mary’s Church, Launton to 
inspire and support the whole school community, in specific aspects of their school improvement priorities related to 
Christian ethos and values through the Parable Garden Ethos enrichment programme.  
Phase 1 included jointly planning and delivering a whole school Treasure Hunting through parables. Themed day.  
 
Parable Garden Ethos Enrichment Programme input 

Agreed aims of the enrichment process 

 planning meeting with senior leadership to discuss SIP and SIAMS and identify priorities for partnership 

 inspire deeper understanding and engagement with Christian ethos and values 

 facilitate appropriate expression of the ethos values for pupils, staff and parents through visual arts and 
parable-themed prayer garden development 

 nurture relationships and deepen a sense of belonging in the school community 

 make accessible the meaning and nature of the Kingdom of God 

 enable growing spiritual awareness and transformation  

 release creative energy and opportunity for personal expression   

 encourage attitudes and skills in listening 

 enable exploration of different modes of reflection  
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Phase 1 focus:  Parable Treasure Hunting themed day - enriching Christian ethos, values, collective worship and 
reflection 

Creative Planning process 

Listening and prioritising: The Parable Garden representative met with the Head teacher to discuss the specific 
developmental priorities related to enabling deeper engagement with the school’s Christian ethos and values and to 
using the school grounds for outdoor curriculum linked learning and SMSC enrichment. Share Parable Garden approach 
to ethos and values enrichment, and also how it could enhance the school church partnership.  

Engaging local church in planning process regarding identifying Parables that would be appropriate and meaningful for 
the school to focus on and plan collective worship series linked to parables (kingdom of God) and ethos. Identify ways in 
which Parable Garden could support the church’s involvement in the school’s ethos enrichment process 

Choosing Parables to reflect school ethos and values. The Parable of the Sower, Parable of the Good Shepherd, Parable 
of the Mustard Seed and Parable of the Talents were chosen by the school and church because they embody many of 
the core values that undergird the development and nurture of character and spirituality for individuals and the wider 
community relationships. 

Reinforcing shared Christian values through parables. The following values shared by the school, church and advocated 
by Parable Garden, were integrated into the framework for project facilitation, and would be deliberately reflected upon 
by pupils as part of each workshop: listening, inclusion, nurture, encouragement, enabling, creativity, deeper thinking, 
team work, community, celebration, enjoying God’s Creation, partnership, prayer, worship, reflection 

Collaborative Planning Parable Treasure Hunting themed day and Collective Worship between the head teacher, staff, 
clergy and Parable Garden representative - collective worship to enable the whole school to explore, reflect and 
celebrate the creative learning process and bespoke cross-phase visual art and gardening workshops to explore selected 
Parables and school values. These were designed to support the creation of features for a parable-themed prayer 
garden within the school grounds in partnership with the school gardening club and volunteer helpers. 
 
The Parable Garden Treasure Hunting Theme Day – a shared creative journey of discovery 
Collective worship and reflection  
 
Clergy - led whole school assembly timetabled prior to the themed day – focussing on The parable of the mustard seed; 
preparing the ground and planting seeds. What is our school’s big story? What are the parables, and how do they help 
us understand God’s love? Helping the community grow together, development of values and character, nurturing  
spiritual journey 
 
Parable Garden assembly ‘Into the Garden’ served as the entry point into the parable-garden themed day for the whole 
school, staff and parent helpers. Content focus: 
a. How the Parables can help us explore Christian distinctiveness, values and spirituality. The Parable’s meanings and 

purpose were revisited in helping to think about what it means to be a Christian school, part of God’s big story, 
linked to Christian ethos and values. This reinforced themes and messages from the clergy-led assembly. The Parable 
Garden Treasure Hunt day was explained, what the pupils and staff can expect, inspiring participation in creative 
activities to explore and give individual and collective expression to Christian distinctiveness.  The shared values 
underlying the planning of the day were highlighted and the ways that they help make the experience accessible, 
meaningful and exciting for everyone: listening, inclusion, nurture, encouragement, enabling, creativity, deeper 
thinking, team work, community, celebration, enjoying God’s Creation, partnership, prayer, worship, reflection  
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b. Gardening and seasonal activities and spiritual journey. Pupils were introduced to the Christian idea that God 
speaks to people through the natural world, for example how gardens and seasonal gardening activities can be a 
useful tool for personal reflection and spiritual growth. The plant life cycle was mentioned and how it might reflect 
stages of their own spiritual journeys.  

c. The ‘Gardening our Heart©’ reflective activity was explained – how pupils could use it after each activity, working in 
pairs, as a tool for thinking more deeply and personally about the parables, for example expressing what they might 
mean to them, and what they enjoyed about the workshops. Pupils were introduced to the Christian idea of Jesus 
changing our character and attitudes, as the 'gardener of human hearts', bringing transformation and restoration in 
character and life's circumstances. 

 
Creative workshop carousel - ethos enrichment through creative exploration of selected parables:   
Four different activities for children to participate in cross-phase in four House groups throughout the day:  
1. Parable banner design and painting. Each House group focussed on one of the four selected different parables They 

created drawings to communicate the parable, which were then translated by Parable Garden into an overall 
composition to retell each parable as the basis for a series of banners for the school hall. Some element from each 
child’s drawing was included in the overall banner composition, affirming their worth, creativity and contribution as 
individuals. The completed  banners were intended for display in a prominent position  in the school hall to inspire 
ongoing reflection, during  collective worship upon the school’s story and values, and to celebrate their belonging as 
part of the Church of England. 

2. House Group Tree planting on the school field, to represent the growth process, enabling reflection through care of 
the trees of different aspects of the growing and nurture process.  Potential for reflecting on the seasons in school 
community life and individual journey was also suggested. 

3. The Sower’s Garden –Parable Prayer Garden clay props inspired by different elements of  the parable of the sower 
were made by each child to contribute to the retelling of the story in the  reflective garden at the front of the school. 
For example flying and feeding birds, seed pods, corn on the cob and thistle cane tops were created.   

4.  Sunflower seed planting and Parable stone poetry – pupils planted a wonderful variety of different species of 
sunflower seeds, partly as a Scientific experiment, and also to represent seeds falling on the good soil. These will be 
planted out in planters at the front of the school, near the Sower’s garden. Each pupil wrote one word from the 
parable of the sower on a stone in permanent marker to enable a parable path to be laid out in the sower’s garden. 
The school’s gardening club will be supported in constructing The Sower’s garden over time.  

5. Gardening the Heart reflection - Reflective activities on the ‘Gardening the Heart resource’ were  inspired by each 
stage of the journey through creative carousel. (see sample) Pupils in cross phase pairings used reflective questions 
to think about what they like to use a garden for, and also areas of their lives or attitudes that they want to change, 
how a gardening activities help us to  focus our attention on these things. 

 
Parable Garden Celebration assembly to end the day  
A whole school assembly at the end of the day, to celebrate the creative carousel and give pupils and staff an 
opportunity to reflect on the experience, was topped and tailed with sung worship led  by the music teacher on staff. 
Pupils from each year group shared their thoughts, feelings and discoveries from the day, in a worshipful atmosphere. 
Parable Garden thanked the pupils for engaging so creatively and enthusiastically, and then explained what was going to 
happen next with the artwork.   
 

 


